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        oe Birkett was in office as the DuPage County
State’s Attorney since October 1996. He has recently
been appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court as Judge
of the Illinois Appellate Court, Second District. Mr. Robert
Berlin is now the current State’s Attorney for DuPage
County. It is the second largest State’s Attorney office in
the Sate of Illinois with approximately 80 prosecutors. Mr.
Birkett said he would like to see around 100 in that office.

Mr. Birkett presented general information on the role
of the District State’s Attorney’s office to the S.A.L.T. Council
in October 2010.  Mr. Rick Veenstra, Assistant State’s
Attorney, also presented on Fraud and ID Theft during
this presentation at the County State’s Attorney’s office.

Role of District State’s Attorney
�x Prosecute all criminal matters
�x Provide legal counsel
�x Initiate lawsuits on behalf of the county
�x Defend lawsuits against the county

 J The District State’s Attorney is an elected position
and you must be a licensed lawyer in Illinois to be
eligible.

Mission Statement
To seek justice in each individual case, protection
of the public and the well-being of the victims of
crime.

There are three bureaus which encompass all the
areas handled by the State’s Attorney’s office.

Administration – Human Resources Division
(Support Staff)

Civil – Legal representation, provides civil litigation,
supervisor of appeals

Criminal – Five Divisions : Misdemeanor, Felony,
Child Protection, Special Prosecutions, and
Investigations (In-House Police Unit)

(continued on page 2)



E
Page 2

Sheri ff ’s Program for At Risk Residents

Presented by Sgt. Randy Groh

            heriff John E. Zaruba is proud to offer a free
voluntary program designed to assist residents of
DuPage County who may be at greater risk of
becoming confused, lost, disoriented or missing. The
program provides the Sheriff’s Office with the at risk
resident’s relevant information prior to an emergency.

How does it work? You or your loved one will be
asked a series of important questions that you will
need to answer. The key to the program is the use of
information you provide regarding your loved one.
The information is stored in a database that is
maintained and accessed in case of an emergency.

Who is eligible to participate? Eligibility for the program
ranges from infant to elderly and special needs to
Alzheimer’s.

Below is a sample of some of the questions you
will need to answer:

Full name and date of birth • Nicknames
Full physical description • Identifying scars,marks,tattoo’s
Family member’s and friend’s names, addresses, phone numbers
Doctor’s name and phone number
Medical condition • List of medications
Best method of communication
Work or School addresses, phone numbers
Method of transportation used (car,bus,train) and schedules
Favorite places to eat, visit or hang out
Any usual habits
If missing before the location they had been found at

 S

Special Units includes narcotics and the gang unit; public
integrity and financial crimes unit. A former police officer
who entered law enforcement is responsible for service
of subpoenas.  These are handled by one prosecutor
from arrest to disposition which is the most effective
approach.

Identity Theft involves fraud, deception, credit card
numbers, birthdates, ID cards, bank account numbers,
false social security numbers, driver’s license or any
personal information stolen.

Illinois ID Theft is prosecuted by class as stated below:

• Class 4 Felony – Under $300

• Class 3 Felony - $300- $2,000

• Class 2 Felony - $2,000 - $10,000

• Class 1 Felony - $10,000 - $100,000

• Class X Felony – Exceeds $100,000

Aggravated IdentityTheft involves those over the age
of 60 and there is a more severe punishment for this.
The numbers are increasing annually.

If you think you have been victimized:
• Contact Local Law Enforcement
• Federal Trade Commission
• Credit Card Companies
• Bank
• Close any accounts that have been effected

(continued from page 1)

Remember to be vigilant about your
personal identification information….

Identity Theft is the number one crime

in the U.S. today!

To find out more information or
to schedule an appointment

please call 630.407.2400

You must be a legal guardian or have
Power of Attorney to register a loved one
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 Questions? Please call the Glen
Ellyn Police Department

630.469.1187

Heal thcare Fraud.. .Mi l l ions of Dol lars
Lost  Annual ly !

Presented by Jim Sullivan, Volunteer for Senior Medicare Patrol

       im Sullivan is a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA) and currently works with his wife, who is an
Elder Law Attorney. Through his work, Jim assists
seniors and their families with complicated financial
planning issues. Jim has noticed that many people
also need help planning for their healthcare in
retirement, and this has led him to seek information
and training on Medicare. He realized that
Medicare’s complex systems and processes are
often difficult for many individuals to learn and
understand. As a result, he has developed an
ongoing desire to learn more so that he can help
others understand the issues that they face. Ultimately,
this led to Jim’s volunteer role with the Illinois Senior
Medicare Patrol (SMP) Program.

Medicare Fraud: When most people think of
Medicare fraud they think of phony health care
providers sending in claims to be reimbursed for
services never performed. This type of Medicare
fraud and abuse exists and by some estimates costs
the system $250 billion annually!

In fact, there is more than just one type of Medicare
fraud. Medicare fraud can be divided into
two parts – the first is the blatant submission of false
claims. This occurs when the Medicare claim
numbers submitted are usually those from Medicare
participants who are paid to be part of the scam.
This costs everybody money and further financially
weakens a system already deep in the red.

The second form of fraud impacts the beneficiary
directly. Increasingly, criminals are stealing
Medicare participants’ medical identity. If they
obtain your Medicare claim number they can submit
claims in your name that can impact your future care.
How do they obtain your Medicare claim number?
One popular approach is to offer you free health care

 J

services (such as taking your blood pressure). This often
occurs at a health fair, community presentation or in the
lobby of an apartment building populated primarily by
seniors. As part of the “free” service they will tell you that
they are required by Medicare to obtain your ID number.
Not true! FREE services do not require your Medicare
number!

Medicare by law, must pay a claim within 14 days.
Because of this pressure and time limitation “fraud” often
goes undetected and therefore, continues to thrive in the
Medicare system.   Medicare does not have enough time
to research every claim to make sure the patient is
actually receiving the service.  When Medicare detects
the fraud, the fraudulent provider has already been paid.
Medicare can go after the fraudulent providers but by
then, the chances of recovering the money are slim.
Committing Medicare fraud is very easy and this is why
millions of dollars are lost before the fraud is identified.

Protect-Detect-Report
• Protect your Medicare number
• Detect fraud by reviewing your quarterly statements
• Report any fraud you find to Medicare

Visit MyMedicare.gov to set up an account. This
will allow you to review claims within days.

Questions, Explanation of Benefits or to
Report a Possible Scam Call

Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP)
800.699.9043

Jim Sullivan
Volunteer,

Senior
Medicare Patrol
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        n Saturday, October 23, 2010 the S.A.L.T.
Council of Milton Township along with a number of
volunteers, conducted a Senior Auto Inspection
Program. This was the tenth annual inspection
program and was again deemed a success.  The
Auto Inspection Program is designed to provide
seniors with peace of mind that their automobile is
ready for winter driving.   We check everything under
the hood and check the tires for wear and inflation.
We continue to find that nine out of ten cars either
have spare tires that are underinflated or have no air
at all.

The event was held again at Wheaton Fire Station
Number One, which provided the inspection teams
with a good working environment.  As usual it was a
cold and wet day, but the Fire Department gave us
access to two full bays this year and we were able to
do most of our work inside.  We were able to put
together six inspection teams and therefore, be able
to reduce the wait time for the seniors.  We checked
56 cars for seniors in just less than three hours.  We
again were helped by a number of volunteers this
year.  There were 22 volunteers, with 12 of them
being from Midwestern University.

Our thanks to the Wheaton Fire Station Team for
allowing us to use their space; Community Bank
of Wheaton/Glen Ellyn for financial support and
Glen Ellyn Firestone, NAPA Auto Parts and Auto
Zone for the donated lubricants and fluids for the
program.  The S.A.L.T. Council is an all volunteer
organization.  These donations make it possible for
us to continue to help seniors.

2010 Senior Auto Insepct ion Program

 O

Submitted by Joe Vanest

Team of Volunteers for
Auto Inspection 2010

Checking the tire pressure

S.A.L.T. Council
The SALT Council makes an effort to inform and
educate seniors within the Township. This
comes through a number of ways and one is
by presenting or speaking at local group
meetings. Since our last newsletter, the Council
has presented at the Glen Ellyn Congregational
Church and Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital to
one of the support groups.  If you have a local
group and are looking for information that is
helpful and useful for seniors, contact Joe
Vanest by calling the Milton Township Hall
regarding a presentation by the S.A.L.T. Council.

630.668.1616
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Fire Safety in Our Home
Presented by Chief  Jerry Kleinwachter & Jeremy Brown,
Warrenville Fire Protection District

          hief Kleinwachter and Jeremy Brown are from
the Warrenville Fire Protection District and they both
presented to the S.A.L.T. committee on current fire and
safety issues and how your local fire district operates.
Some things to consider included:

• The most common cause of fires, that children are
not involved in, are extension cords. If you use them in
your home and they are old or have been in the same
location for a very long time, consider updating them
for safety purposes.

• There are smoke detectors that flash when they go
off.  This is a good idea for the hearing impaired.  The
recommended placement is above the bed or opposite
of the bed so the strobe will wake you up.

• A working fire extinguisher is valuable to have in your
home. If you have had it for a very long time, try it out
and be certain it remains working.

• Have an escape plan in your home in case of a fire
or other emergency that will not allow you to use your
main entrance and exit to the house.

• Keep low, and know your surroundings. For example,
know where the exit is.  This is especially important if
you are traveling and staying in strange surroundings.
Be sure you can access all possible exits.

• Practice your escape plan at home.  Humans are
creatures of habit and will sometimes pass an exit that
is closer because they are use to exiting from another
door.  Plan at least two ways to exit your home.

• Make sure no windows are painted shut and all doors
are accessible. Familiarize yourself with your windows
safety locks and pins.  If you are unable to access all
windows in your home take action to change these
circumstances.

 C

Do not hesitate to call paramedics.  Call early and call
often.  You can refuse treatment as long as you are
coherent.  If you are having chest pains, call immediately.
Calling sooner rather than later can make a major
difference. For example, waiting hours to call after a
stroke can have devastating consequences.

Stay connected.  Be certain there is someone you
communicate with daily and have that person sound the
alarm if they are unable to reach you.  Be sure to keep
communication devices close (phones, medical alert
buttons) and have emergency numbers available.  A “File
of Life” is an excellent way to keep important numbers
and information together.  Contact the fire department or
Milton Township for a “File of Life.”  Some seniors hesitate
to call 911 because they are not near a hospital their
doctor is at.  Chances are if you are going to the
emergency room you would not be seeing your regular
doctor.  Trending is a good idea. Trending is keeping
track of your blood pressure, so paramedics will know
what is a low or high blood pressure for you.

If you only suspect someone is in trouble, you can call
because a well being check can be done.  A well being
checker will knock on the door and look through
windows.  Forced entry is a last resort if there is no
response.

If there is a fire emergency in your home most likely, two
fire agencies will respond.  Due to cuts, fire agencies
are spread thin and often assist each other.  All of
DuPage County functions as one fire station which
means, different fire stations will respond to fire
emergencies.  For example, if Warrenville receives two
fire calls the third call will go to the next department. When
responding to an emergency, there are four people in
the engine and two people in the ambulance.  The
ambulance is there to assist.

Chief Jerry
Kleinwachter

Warrenville Fire
Protection District



HOT Topics

�XRole of the State’s Attorney’s Office

�XHealthcare Fraud...Millions of Dollars Lost!

�X2010 Auto Inspection Update

�XSheriff’s Program for At Risk Residents

�XFire Safety in Our Home

1492 N. Main Street
Wheaton, IL 60187
www.miltontownship.net

PRST STD
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
CAROL STREAM, IL

PERMIT NO. 475

In Cooperation with DuPage Sheriff’s Office - John Zaruba, Sheriff
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Want to call
the Township?
630.668.1616

Want to visit the
Township?

Temporary
Location!

1901 N. Naperville Rd
Naperville


